East Chaldon War Memorial Remembered

This is one of several booklets | have written oar\Memorials and local war graves.
All this started whilst | was researching the deztmy uncle, Cecil Amphlett, who was
killed in action in Burma in 1943 and was officialisted as having no known grave.
However, in 1992 a photograph of his grave in Butak&an in 1943 by one of his
colleagues was given to me.

At that time | thought we only look at War Memosahround Remembrance Day in

November. Reading the names inscribed on thenowitteally knowing who they were,
or how they died. | often find that relatives knbttve about what happened 60 or more
years ago and are grateful that someone has tagdmte to find out and let them know.

I hope that the following notes will serve as atstg point for anyone who wishes to
research a relative’s death in more detail. Iiipassible to do any military research
without the name of the unit served with and, imgneases, the service number.

I have not been able to go into much detail withtlames from the First World War as
many records were damaged during the Second WoaldWwien the Record Office was
hit by enemy bombs and those records that did weiwere damaged by fire and water.

My starting point for research is The Commonwe®thr Graves Commission Record
Search, where | find name, rank and number. | tress-reference those with details
from census returns where available. Losses imavg and air force are much easier to
find from records since each service keeps reaoirdkips or aircraft lost, which can
obviously result in many lives being lost at thenedime.

With the army, this is not as easy, because tkeords usually cover what a Regiment
did as a whole and not just that of a Company atd®h. For example, an entry in the
Regimental War Diary written at the time or evenesal days later, would record that
“the objective was taken with the loss of two affis and eight other ranks.” In the past,
| have been fortunate to talk to soldiers who weraction with those who died and hear
first hand what happened but sadly that optionetes®s with each passing year.

The following are the details relating to East @loal War Memorial.

| hope that you will take a few minutes to read tmnd remember all those who were
killed fighting for our country.

Copies of this document are available from;
Richard Amphlett

Springfield
Chalk Pit Lane
Wool.
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Five of those men listed on this Church’s memaréaied with 5 Dorsetshire Regiment,
and | have listed these together as they weredkitiehe same area.

Thomas John Burden, aged 19 years was the son of Henry and ElizeBettien. By
the time Thomas died Elizabeth was already a widow.
10879 Private Burden of ‘D’ Company was killed dnARugust 1915.

Alfred Joseph L egg was the son of James and Mary Legg. He was killetl8 August
1915.

His service number and rank was 10206 Private.

Sadly you will see that James and Mary were toda@ther son, George.

C.Lovell Apart from knowing that he served witff Borsetshire Regiment, | have no
other details about him and have been unable ¢e treese through the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission list or the 1901 Census.

Joseph William Wallisaged 19 years was the son of Frank and EstheraNalli
10207 Private Wallis was killed on 10 Septembers1@id also served with ‘D’
Company.

You can see that he and Alfred Legg joined the aatrihe same time by their service
numbers, 10206 and 10207.

Frederick John Warren. 11099 Private Warren served witfi Borsetshire Regiment
and died on 7 August 1915.
Frederick was the 24 year old son of John and S\W&amen.

During 1915, the 8 Battalion of the Dorsetshire Regiment was involwveth other
Commonwealth Forces in the 8 month campaign ag@ium&ish forces in Gallipoli.

By the end of August, stiff Turkish resistance tec stalemate and no other serious
action took place.
By December 1915 and January 1916 all Commonwéaitles had been evacuated.

The names of those killed are remembered on thiesillemorial, which can be seen by
ships passing through the Dardanelles. It lisex @1,000 names, many from the 5
Dorsets.

F. House 1st Dorsetshire Regiment. 12877 Private House alietié June 1916 and is
buried in the Authuile Cemetery near Albert in Franl have no family details.

George James Legg aged 31 years was the son of James and Mary LebigeoPost
Office, East Chaldon.

213698 Petty Officer Legg was serving on board HBE&k Prince, an armoured
cruiser, during the Battle of Jutland. Having tuhseuth to look for the battle she sailed
right into the middle of the German High Seas Fleet

HMS Black Prince was picked up by search lights faed on at short range by the



German battleships. After only two minutes she ara$ire from end to end and after
burning for a few minutes she exploded.

37 officers, 815 men and 25 civilians were lostpamthem, George Legg. The date was
the 31 May 1916.

All are remembered on the Portsmouth Naval MemomaSouthsea front.

As mentioned above George was the brother of Alfred

Looking at the 1901 census, George would have hégrears old and to have reached
the rank of Petty Officer by 1916 probably joinée navy after leaving school.

Frederick John Pitman aged 21 years, was the son of Isaac and Elizaliatiaf of 10
East Chaldon.

At the time of his death, on 20 August 1917, Friettevas K/20826 Stoker*iClass
serving on HM Submarine E-47, which was based imita with the §' Flotilla.
While on patrol off the German/Dutch coast she leaswith all hands six miles off
Texel.

All are remembered on the Plymouth Naval Memorial.

The wreck was found in 2002 and identified by tkeldgun which was salvaged.

Francis Ernest Richardswas the 31year old husband of Mabel Jane Richdrt2 o
Winfrith. and was also the son of Mrs Braidley,nf@lly Richards, who was then living

in Devonport.

199073 Leading Seaman Richards was serving on bdld®l Monmouth, an armoured
cruiser, which was built in 1904.

The Monmouth class was designed with speed in @tirzdcost of size and guns. Instead
of 9.2 inch guns, she had 6 inch, and her armopliegd was reduced from 4 inches to 6
inches.

By October 1914, HMS Monmouth was in the South itiaoff Chile and on 1
November was involved in what became known a8titde of Coronel.

Admiral von Spee had 5 modern cruisers, among tBelmarnhorst and Gneisenau (not to
be confused with ships of the same name during WW?2)

HMS Monmouth was ambushed by the German squadeor§ imch guns out-classed by
the 8.2 inch guns of the Germans and she was igs&llhands. They are remembered
on the Plymouth Naval Memorial.

As a point of interest, Henry Cornish of Winfrithas also lost in this action when his
ship, HMS Good Hope, was lost with all 900 of heve.






